Dear Mr. Wipston

from When I Went to the Library
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What are some different
ways to do research?



Dear Mr. Wins‘fon)
that] have to write and apcflogiZe. i
letter before it's senT anc

logy sounds ‘h'uly genuineﬁ
+hat snake inte

My parents said '
Dad says he is going to read this
that Id better make sure my apoiogy >
So, I am truly, genvinely sorry for bringing
the library yesterday.

My parents say that what1 did was W'.°”9l
the cardboard box was shut, most of the time, and ‘Hner)e
was no way that snake could have escaped if you hadn’t
opened the box and dropped it on the floor.

; My parents say it’s my fault for having brougqu.ﬂ-»a'l‘

j | snake into the library and T truly, genuinely apologize but
I still don’t know how I was supposed to find out what kind
of snake I had inside that box without bringing the snake
right into the library so I could look at snake pictures

and then look at the snake and try to find a picture that
matched the snake.

even ‘f'houglq

262




Pl b e sy ™ - TTS——

V4
Rl T ‘

AR




... ANALYZE THETEXT .

Understanding Characters DOfi
Cara seem “truly, genuinelysoffy .
What words and actions of he”
indicate her feelings?




T SRR "

old
Fy Y PRLSHLy SO"”"*"-*-"““?‘»’A:E#’\Q that1 A1
'3 That i didn’t get a chance

to remind you about befoye 11 :
away. 1did come into the lip, o embolance fook you

: e library with oot + .
1left the box outside, hidden unzl' ithout the snake, first.
borrow a thick green book with !:fr‘ a;’usiw and.’rried to
You told me that the b;9 green boolo snake pictures.
which meant that it had fo sty tuside th 'f:e'e”“ o
couldn’t take it out; even for + 4 : e the library and 1

) €VenTor Ten minutes.

M)f parents fayI still shouldn’t have brought that
snak? info the l'.bm")/ and that 1 have to be truly,
9enume|.y.50rry if 1 ever hope to watch Galactic Patrol
on feleVlS:IO)n again. My parents picked Galactic Patrol
because it’s my favorite show, although I'm not sure what
not watching a television program has to do with bringing
a snake into the library.

The people at the library say you hate snakes so
much that you won't even touch a book with a picture of
cnakes on The cover and thatis why you won’tbe back at
the library for a few more weeks. If you want; you could
watch Galactic Patrol. It’s on at 4:00 P.M. weekdays, on
channel 7. There are no snakes on the show because it

takes Place in space.

Did the flowers arri\/e? Dad picked them out butl

have to pay for them with my allowance for the nexT two
months. The flowers areé Proof thatlam frul?/, 9enume|y
sorry for having brought that snak'e info ?edlt:afr);. ike
hope the people who work at the library find that sn

irs T
soon! Did they look under all the chairs!




ocal snake, and

i g isal
That snake isn’t dangerovus. Itis a The people ot

'Hwer.e are no poisonous snakes in /\;amfo:::}'haf S G 2
the M:rary say you know that too becav el nl
of the reasons you decided to move h?re. oug )

snake from a friend. I paid one month’s allowance for

i, which means that snake has cost me a total of ‘quree
months’ allowance and I only owned it for one hour!

Mom says I don’t have to tell who sold me -anf. i pe
so I won't tell you either because Dad says he is going to
read this letter. Besides, 1 don’t want you to be mad at
anyone else when I am the one who brought that snake
info the library yesterday. 1am truly, genvinely sorry.

I wWant you to know that I didn’t p'an to show you that
snake. I didn"t mean to scare you atall. T knew where the
big green snake book was kept. I putthe box on a table
close to the book and tried to find the right picture. 1
looked at a picture, then at the snake, at another picture,
and then the snake. Idid that five times and can tell
you that the snake inside the library is not a python, a
rattlesnake, an anaconda, an asp, or a cobra.

Anyway, I was surprised when you Wanted to see
What was inside the box because T didn’t ask for any
help and there were plenty of people in the library who
did need help.

“Dad Say}s‘, 1.'14a1" the fact that] said, “No‘i‘hing," instead
of YA snake,” is proof that1 knew I wag doing something
wrong when I brought that snake into the library. Tam
troly, genvinely sorry even though my friend Jake Lambert
promised me that the snake I bouglﬂ- fro
harmless.

m him is perfecﬂy




ANALYZE THE TEXT

Humor Who does Cara blame for
what happened to Mr. Winston?
What words and phrases does the
author use to tell us how she feels?







I did tell you that didn’t need any help andl did have
a snake book open in front of me, 5o 1 don’t know w‘hy you
insisted on looking inside the box if you are so afraid of
snakes and everything. 1 don’t know why you picked up
that box before opening a flap, either. If you had left .
the box on the table and maybe even sat down next to it
then maybe the box would have been all right when you ’
screamed and fainted. You wouldn't have fallen so far,
either, if you were sitting down.

Did you know that you broke outin a rash after o
fainted? I thought a person had to touch something like
poison ivy to get a rash. 1 didn’t know it was possible to get
a rash by just thinking about something but my parents
say it really can happen. I think maybe you did touch
something. Maybe, when you were lying on the floor, that
snake slithered over to you and touched you! Didyou
know that snake skin feels dry, not wet and slimy at all?

1just thought of something. Maybe everyone’s looking
in the library for that snake butit’s notin the library.
Maybe it crawled into one of your pockets or up your
sleeve and rode with you to the hospitall Wouldn’t that
be funny? Why don’t you getone of the nurses to check?
If it’s notin your clothes, it might have crawled out and
might be hiding inside the hospital someplace. 1 think

people should be looking there, too.

© ANALYZE THE TEXT

...........................................................................................................

. Conclusions and Generalizations Look at
the first paragraph. What conclusion can you
. draw about the letter writer’s attitude from

| her suggestions to Mr. Winston? What details
and examples lead you to this conclusion?
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Iam sure you will be talking to the people in the
library, to make sure they find that snake before you

go back to work. 1 hope ﬂ"e)’ do find it, even though my
parents say that1 can’t keep it. If that snake is found, ’
could you ask the people at the library to give me a call?
Twould be interested in knowing that it is all right. And if
they do find that snake and do decide to give me a call,
could you ask them if they could compare that snake
with the snake pictures in that big green reference book
before they call me? Twould still like to know what kind
of snake I owned for an hour.

Tam troly, genvinely sorry.

Your friend,
Cara




